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HEBREWS VL 16. 
For Men verily Swear by the Greater, 


and an Oath for confirmation # to 
them an end of all ſtrife. 
the World,and hachan unqueſti- 


A onable right to rule over every 


Creature ; He was the Maker,and zs the Judge 


S Alnughty God 1sthe Creator, ſo 
he 1s alſo the Governour of all 


of all the Earth (a). And though he doth ()6en.1s. 


not cxerciſe this Power immediately, becauſe 25: 
Mortal men cannot ſuffer the Glorics of his 
dazling and illuſtrious Preſence, yet he or- 
dains the Rulers of the World to be his Vice- 


gerents: There is no Power but of God, the Pow- 


ers that be are ordained of God (6b); and he cx- (b)Rom.1 3: 


pects we ſhould be ſubjet to-them for bis,and for *: 


Conſcience ſake (c); ſince their Authority is of (4)1442.5. 
Divine Original , which the Scripture inti- 1 Pet-1.13- 


mates, in calling Judges by the name of 
B Gods 


(2) 
(a) Exod. Gods(d), (a Title commonly given them by 
> x7 "WW the Fews) as alſo in declaring, They judge not 
fire ©! for Man, but for the Lord ( e); Whence one of 


Telw mv Ts- 


ore #«* the Ancient Fathers brings in Almighty God 
Celſ1.4. thus ſpeaking to the Judges; 1 have given you 
(*)2 Chron. 7y Jonour, my Commiſſion, and my Name, there- 
- yy fore do you judge as. I my ſelf wouJd do ( f). Yea, 
676 Ti 1t was Law (p), and Cuſtom(h), both of old 


Envy Thy * 


#9 % 1n this Nation (as our own beſt Authors. 1n- 
zu aol form us) To place the Venerable Book of the holy 
| Reſp.ad Or- Goſpels before the Tribunal of Fuftice : as an 
1bed.Queſt. Emblem, that they Judged by his Authority. 
(;)Swibu. But there 1s no clearer eyidence of the Di- 
r:c:/.Pohcr. vine Original of Humane Judicatures, than 
v7" Sn the folemn uſe of 0aths, there: Whuch arc a 
W:l.Tbers, plain recognizing Gad as the Supream Judge 
col-2045. of all, and an Appeal to the High Court of 
Heaven ; For though the Sovercign of the 
World do communicate his Authorny to 
our Magittrates, yet his Attribute of Gmni- 
ſcience 1s incommunicable ; they are capable 
of repreſenting us Perſon, but hot able to 
diſcern the Hearts and Thoughts of others. 
Waecrefore, ſince there 3s one part of Gods 
Judicial Pertections, that no Mortal Judge 
Call recelye, v7z, the knowledge of Mens 
Thoughts 


(3) 
Thoughts , a Point ſo neceſſary, that no in- 
fallible and certain Judgment can be given 
without 1t : Therefore i all Controverſies, 
where the Parties make contrary Afﬀrmati- 
ons, therelies an Appeal ro the Greater (7) and © i= 
higher Judge, that 1s, to God, the greateſt of Heltnipice * 
all; which Appeal being in order to end the Comperar- 
Strife, and to find oat which of the contra- ex rk ag 
difting Parties ſpeaks true, 15called an Oath, * #50 
and here deſcribed by the Apoſtle, when he 
faith, For Men verily fwear by the Greater &c. 

And certainly this uſe of Oarhs is very 
Sacred,and moſt —_— being a clear ma- 
nifeſtation of Gods glory, an evident Teſti- 
mony of the Divine Original of the Magi- 
ſtrates Power, and the great ſupport of the 
Adminiſtration of that Juſtice which 1s the 
Bond of all Societies. But yet there ate ſome 
ſo ignorant and abfurd as to deny they are 
lawful, others ſo ſtupid and inconfiderate to 
take them without Reverence, and ſwallow 
themas Common things; yea, too many ſo 
Impiousto ufe them to gain credit to what 
they know to be falſe. For the redreſs of 
which dangerous ' Errors and Impieties, I 
ſuppoſe x will be a A TC you 
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| (4) 

* ful undertaking upon this occaſion to .cx- 

plain this piece of Holy Scripture, 
For Men werily Swear, Qc. 

Wherein we will frſt conſider the Apoſtks 
oeneral deſign in this place, which will prove 
the lawfulneſs of Tatin Oaths in Judicial 
Caſes. Secondly, we will obſerve the ſeycral 
particulars contained in the words; which 
repreſent tous, 1. The Nature of an Oath, 
For Men werily ſwear by the greater. 2. The 
Reaſon of an Oath, viz: for Confirmation: 
3. The End and Uſe of itin Judgment, to be 
anend of all Strife. And ſince a Religious 
Oath is the foundation of all our Admini- 
ſtrations of Juſtice, the main hinge upon 
whichall theſe Controverſics turn, the only 
ſecurity that the Reverend Judges,the Jurors, 
and the Witneſles do give, that they will 


ſpeak and act uprightly : doubtleſs no Sub- 


ject can be more ſuitable or advantagious 
for this time and place ; which therefore we 
will proſecute 1n our propoſed Method. 

Firſt, We conſider the Apoſtles general de- 
ſigh, and the occaſion of bringing in theſe 
words here : And we may obſerve, He is here 
perfwading the Hebrews to imitate their Pious 


An- 


—_—— _ —  — — — 


_ — D__ _—— 


On - SA. _— — 


(s) 

Anceſtors, 1n relying on the Truth of God, 
exhorting them 70 be followers of them, who by 

Faith and. Patience inherited the Promiſes, v.12. 
adding,that the Promiſe it ſelf was worthy to 

be truſted , becauſe it had the higheſt and 

molt ſolemn Confirmation imaginable, being 

ſecured by theO0athof God, and that no com- 

mon Oath neither. Not ſuch as the Poets 
feigathe Heathen gods took, whom Latan- 

tius derides for their ſwearing by the Sygian 

Lake, a thing meaner than themſelves (4), (k)Lator. 
But as Sovereign Princes having no equal in MMt4-r- 
their Kingdom, whoſe Witneſs can add any 
Authority to their Solemn Akts, conclude 

them with a 7Teſte-me ipſo,and are Witneſles to 
themſelves: ſo the King of Kings, when he 

made the Promiſe to Abraham, becauſe he could 

ſwear by no greater, ſwear by himſelf, Ver.13,14, 

is. Confirming his Promiſe (ſaith Philo) by an 

Oath worthy of God, —and therefore he did' not 

ſwear by any other, becauſe there was none preater 

nor- better than he(1). And Jeſt any, ſhould 
object, What necd there was for the God of (1)?kitole- 
Truth to ſwear, who is ſo. far from being made FOO: 
more credible by an Oath ( as the ſame Philo-(m)?hiloge 


| | : _ Sacr.Cain & 
notes) that he only makes an Oath to be fi My 3: Abelp,146 


(n)Ambroſ. 
de eod.T.1. 


P-147. * 


(WW 
and (as S. Ambroſe ſpeaks) He alone is the Fudge 


of them that Swear,and the Avenger of them that' 


Swear falſly (n). Therefore the Apoſtle pre- 
vents that _— in the words of the Text, 
by declaring, that an Oath was not neceſſary 
with reſpect to God, who made the Promiſe, 
bur in compliance to Men who wete to te- 
ccive it; in condeſcenſ1on to their infirmity, 
He was content to inutate Human Cuſtoms, 
and to give the ſame Security for his own 
rruth,which men are wont toglve for theits; 
For men verily ſwear by the greater, ©c. that 1s, 
Thus is the way (faith our Apoſtle) by which 
Men confirm things uncertain,this 1s the me- 
thod they uſe to conclude, mow dilnoyiay, 


all doubtful Controverſies where one affirms 
what the other denies, the higheſt and beſt 
Means they have to. end this Strife (which o- 
therwiſe would not ceaſe) 1s to make the Par- 
ties Swear by the Name of God. And the 
Divine Majeſty was pleaſed to take our mea-. 
ſures in tranſacting his Covenant with us,for 
he Swear to confirm 1t, not by a Greater 1n-' 
deed (as we do) becauſe there was no greater, 
but by himſelf. Genaxu.16. By my ſelf have 


Abra- 


——_—_ —_ 


(7) 

Abraham did believe the Promiſe, and fo 
ought we alſo. 

Now from the words thus explained we 
inter, That it is lawful for Chriſtians to uſe an 
Oath for confirmation in ſolemn Caſes. Weſee 
that God did take an Oath, and if Vaths were 
evil in themſelves , "tis certain God would not 
ſwear (0), {ince he can neither do nor be tem- (6) S: evim 
pted to do evil, James1.13. yea his Swearing Pu # —_—_ 
certainly proves, it 15 good in its OWN NAtUTE : profitts De- 
and 'His Oath being deſigned to comply min 0 
with human Cuſtom,as a confirmation of the —_. K 
Truth of his Word on a great and juſt occa- Tit.24. c.6. 
fion ; by-this Imitation and deſign,God hath 2595 
ratified and approved our ſolemn uſe of 
Oaths in deciding Differences. This one Act 
of his declaring 1tlawful to Swear tn all ſuch 
Caſes. Belides,the Apoſtle here relates the uſe 
of Oaths in Judgment, ſuppoſing it umyer- 
fally practiced by Gentiles, Fews, and Chriſti- | 
ans at that time ; for he faith (not ye Hebrews 
ſwear, or ye (betore your Converſion) did 
(wear ; but) Mer verily ſwear, G©c. that is, all 
Mendo it now.Nor doth he on this occaſion 
give any intimation etther of his diſhke of 
this:general Cuſtom, or that it was not to be 

allowed 


(8) 


allowed to the Chriſtians ſo to do: wherefore 


we may conclude from his recording ths 
uſage without making any exception to it, 
js; his juſtifying it from the Example of God 
himſelf, that the Apoſtle did allow and ap- 
prove this uſe of Oaths. 

But our obſtinate Adverſaries, without 
conſidering how to anſwer theſe Arguments, 
will preſently object, That Chriſt ſaith, Swear 
n0t at all, Math. V.34. and S. James adds, Above 
all things, my Brethren, ſwear not, Jam.V,12. 

as alſo that ſome of the Ancients, as well 
Heathens as Chriſtians, ſeem by ſome pickt 
Sentences to forbid all uſe of Oaths. 

To which I ſhall reply, That ſince 'tis im- 
plous to ſuppoſe thoſe Scriptures can contra- 
d1& this Text, it 1s reaſonable to believe, that 
ſome other kind of Swearing 1s there forbid- 
den,and not that which 1s commended here ; 
and 1t18 very plain tounprejudiced Men,that 
our Saviour 15 ſpeaking of no other Oaths, 
but thoſe uſed in Common diſcourſe, for the 
next words are, but let your Communication be 
yea,yea,; nay,nay,ver. 37. which ſhews, he was 
treating only of 0aths in our ordinary Com- 
munication, which nught be wholly pre- 
vented 


(9) 
vented, if in our common talk we barely 
affirmed things by a plain yea,or yes, or bare- 
ly denied them by aplain zay,or zo: and the 
inſtances he gives of ſwearing by Heaven, by 
Earth, by Feruſalem, and by their Head, ver.34, 
35,36. were all of that ſore of Oaths which 
the Fews uſed in their uſual diſcourſe, and not 
one of them was ever uſed in Judgment, 
where they only ſwear by the living God, Math. 
xxV1.63. * Indeed the Phariſees, to take the 
Zews off from the wicked cuſtom of ordi- 
nary Swearing by Gods Name, did allow 
them in their common talk to ſwear by theſe 
lefler things, perſuading them there was lit- 
tle danger in them, and no great obligation 
by them, Math.xx11.16, &c, But Jeſus re- 
proves this falſe gloſs of the Third Com- 
mandment, declaring, thatin ouMCommu- 
nication one with another we muſt not ſwear 
at all, neither by God nor the Creatures; for 
in our uſual diſcourſe a bare Yes or No.1s e- 
» nough, and whatever 15 more, comes from 
cither the evil cuſtom of the Speaker, or the 
evil and jealous temper of the Hearer. And 
S. Fames only repeats and applics his Maſters 
words, warning the Chriftians to take great - 
heed they did not uſe thatliberty given _ 

C Y 


(10) 


by the Jewiſh falſe Teachers, to-ſwear in their 
uſual talk by Heaven; or by Earth, or any o- 
ther Oath; bur to be ſure always to ns 
what was to be affirmed by a plain, Yea, and 
deny what was to be denied by a fingle,Nay ; 
leſt they fell under Gods condemnation th 
(p) Jam.5. profaning his Name (p); or (as fome of the 
12. Gr*c bet Copics read) Left by a common careleſs uſe 
 aralu lib. of Qaths,gbey fall into that accurſed Hypocriſie 
id Ee of binding raſh and falſe words with Oaths, as 
rallerſ. co fomary Swearers uſe t9 do. This is all can 
be fairly inferced trom theſe two places, 
and therefoge we conclude, they forbid only 
Common Swearing, and not that Religious 
and Solemn Swearing 1n Judgment, which | 
this Apoſtle here approves and commends. | 
And the Practice of the beſt Chriſtians a- | 
bundanthy aſſures us , it was neyer believed 
that ſolemn Oaths on great Occaſions were 
forbidden in the Goſpel, 7his Apoſtle S.Paul, 
who certainly knew his Maſters mind (faith S. 
(9) Apoftolu Aupuftine) did Swear (q); tar his faying in + 
rat were. Weighty cafes, God is my. witneſs, Rom t.9. and, 
rum Domini, Behold, before God T lie not, Galat.I. 20. are as 
a pan Oaths (in that Father's Opinion) as can 
*»Ep.Galat. be ſpoken. And chough the Primwve Chri- 
*9.! fſhansrctuſed to Swear by the Emperors Genzus,, 


QC 


(11) 
of by any of the Demons, ſince thereby they 

had acknowledged them to be gods; yer 
Tertwllian ſatth expreſly, But we alſo ſwear, By 

the Emperors Safety (r), that is, by God, who &)Tertul. 


= | = \1- Apoi.cap.z2. 
is the Author of it. *Tis certain the Chriſti- z.28. * 


ans were Souldicrs under Heathen Emperors, 

and yet they could not be liſted without ta- 

king an Oach, which was given to the Soul- 

diers {till, even when the Emperors were be- 

come: Chriſtian, only with ſome alteration 

in the-form; For then they ſwore, By God, - 

and Chri/t, and by the Holy Ghoſt, By the Ma- 

jefty of the Emperor, which next to God is to be (,)yegeting 
loved and honoared of all (s). And Optatus, dere Milita- 


who lived at the ſame time, faith, God is wont [2.3 


to be named by Men in ſwearing to confirm the Chriſti 370, 
Trath(t). An ancient and genuine Synodical (7) Prat: 
Epiſtle, written from the Orthodox Biſhops p4g.58. 


about Alexandria, 4n.339. declares, That thewn. 


Chriſtian People there bound theſe Biſhops Bin.7om.t: 


by Oath,to chooſe Arhanaſizs for their Paſtor þLp4-403- 
. . . . . 401A, 
(z), and mentions Eaſebius of Nicomedza, , ,c,. 


accuſiny the ſud Athanaſius, and ſwearing to (*) Mirrer 


£67 £m1- 


. TeY 
the Accuſation (mp). And the ſame Holy wipe: a 
THY £UMU\E 


Confteflor, Athanaſius, 1h his Apology to the 443+ 


Emperor, cleats himſelf by an Oath from 4%: «* 


Conſtant. 


thoſe Slanders (x). - Theophronizs,a Chriſtian Tomi. pee. 
C 2 Biſhop, $74 


(12) SE 
(3) Binius, Biſhop, begins his Confeſſion of Faith inthe 
Tem..p&1. Council of Anticch, An. 341. with a ſolemn 


.416, WF 1 x 
FE 20:10 Thy Oath (y ). Syneſrus likewiſe, a Primitive Bi- 


Bo ſhop, being chofen Arbitrator in a certain 


Syneſ.Epip. Controvertfic, makes one of the Parties who 
CoHiron, was of the Epiſcopal Order, bind his Promiſe 
«dverſ.Joh. by an Oath (z). - S.Hierom relates the ſolemn 


x4 4. Oaths, wherewith Job» Patriarch of Jeruſalem 


259. (a), and Ruffinns (b), did confirm their Afer- 
(b)den «tv. tions; and though both theſe were his Ad- 
pl. Tem, Verfaries, and he bitterly inveighs againſt 
p24: them for ſmall Crimes, yet he blames them 


19K | 
Exilt.go, not for Swearing: and he alſo obſerves, that 


Tom.z-pg. S. Auguſtine (wears to confirm an Afﬀertion, 


AD yer neycr checks him for it, though he was 
@)Secrates then angry with him (c). A whole Council 
+ rag ' of Biſhops judging Sabatius unworthy of-the 
p42.694. Epiſcopal dignity, made him ſwear, never to 


ara accept it (d). And the Moderator of the 


Cap.s aud; Conterence at Carthage, between the Ortho- 
4p. 5 4p x 

_ _ dox and the Donartitts, ſolemnly ſwears,by the 

a7, , . 8 . . . R 

US ras Holy T rinity, he will judge impartaally (). 
DesOmnipe- Yea, the Civil Laws of Arcadius and Honorius, 
Pp decree ſeyere penalties to them who. would. 
falnenPrix- not ſtand to thoſe Agreements which they 
- concheon had confirmed by an Oath,cither by the Nam? 
rniterunju- Of God, Or by the ſafety of the Emperor ( f.). And. 
rawrine ef; peitionum, Cod. Tuſtin.1,2,tit.4-Þ1.4.1 51 quir;&v Il 


(13) 
im the Council of Toledo the Prince adjures 
his Biſhops moſt ſolemnly to determine up- 
rightly ('g). By theſe, and inumerable more (g)@rci!5; 
Inſtances (which we have omitted, either as boa pan 
more common, or of later date) itclearly ap- Bin.7-m:2. 
pears, that the Primitive Chriftians did think e922-454- 
ſolemn Oaths lawtul, and frequently uſed 
them : Nor were any Oaths forbidden by the 
ancnt Canons, but only Pagan Oaths (þ), ©)0rwe 
they indeed who uſg@them, were to be Ex Babl. ag. 


communicated. But none cver pretended; "acagwag 


chat Chriftian Oaths by the Namc of the Twm.2.13.. 
True God were forbidden by the Goſpel, till ©, 0n 


the groſs Times of Popery ; and then 7wrgot 94. 
and Aldwin, two Fanatick Monks of S.Cuth- Bever7-1- 
berts, being 1n Scotland, refuſed to ſwear Al- a 
legiance to King Ma/colm,on pretence, Swear- | 

ing was: forbid in the Goſpel(i); though theſe (5)Evange- 


licum prece- 


Hypocrites had Sworn to the Rules of their prunjerver- 
Orders before. And. a little after the Monks 9 Simeon 


of Caftellion had ſome ſcruples, whether it L Cans: 
were lawful tor them to Swear, alledging the 


fame Texrs and Reaſons that our modern. 


Settarics urge, as may appear by Inmocents 

Anſwer to them (4.), Wherefore it 1s fron © Decre-- 
Popiſh Enthuſiatts, and not Primitive Chri- moron 
{tians, that our deluded Quakers learn to re: Erfi Chri- 
tuſe all Swearing.. Bur £2:4894:- 


(14) 
But this ſhort and clear account of the 
Senſe of Holy Scripture, and the. Opi- 
nion and Practice of the beſt Chriſtians 
may abundanily ſatisfie all that are un- 
prejudiced, That Solemn Oaths in Judg- 
- ment, are not only yery lawtul, but uſectul 
and neceflary, and, have. been uſed by all 
Men of all Religions as moſt Sacred things: 
For Men verily fwear,&c.that is,all Men d$ ſo, 
and God anutates the We and S.Paul records 
It with approbation.. Yer, that Mens irreve- 
rent taking, and impious breaking of Oaths, 
may not prejudice this uſctul Inſtitution, nar 
be an offence to ſuch as are really tender ; 1 
ſhall paſs from this proof of the Lawtulneſs 
of Swearing 1n general, to conſider the Par- 
ticulars of the Text: wherein, 

Firſt, the nature of an Oath is implied 1n 
theſe words, —wp) TY witor@' cwnyn* For Men 
verily ſwear by the greater. Whence1t appears, 
. thatan Oathis an Appeal toa Higher Power, 
to One Greater in knowledge, who ſees if 
we deceive, and cannot be deceived ; to one 
Greater in Integrity and Truth, who will not 
conmyeat Falihood, nor reſpect Perſons ; to 
one Greater in Power, who can as cafily pu- 
mth as find outPerjury, and caſt the Perjur'd 

| | wretch 


(15) | 
wretch into'Hell Fire : wherefore every Oath 
o_ to be made by the Supream Being,. 
andalt char define it, fay, iris, The calling God - 
to witneſs (1). The giving God for the ſecurity of )M&mes 
our Fidelity(m); and 1s not to be ufed,but on- /:. aleg, 
ly when our words cannot be made certain with- MAMAS 
ont calling in the Divine Majeſty (n). And Nazianz. 
hence 1 1smade a Duty, and reckoned a part Tender] 
of Religious Worſhip, to Swear by the True 345. 
God, Dext:v1. 13. andeþecauſc Oaths in Judi- Ao: 
cature were always made by Gods Name, WEE: 
thercforeſuch an Oath 1s called, 4» Oath of 
the Lord, Exod.xx11t 11. and fome think S#l- 
mon gives the Oath of Allegiance that Name 
when he bids us obey the King, becauſe of the 
Oath of God, Ecclcf.vi.2. Indeed all Nati- | 
ons. are wont to ſwear by their proper gods ; 
ſo that” there 1s the: ſame: varicty in Mens 
Oaths, that is, in their Religjon. In the League 
between Hannibal and the King of Macedon, 
they ſwear by above Twenty fcveral gods of 
Afric and Greece (o). And in an ol r gene- (o)Polyhii, 
ral League among all the Grecian Cities, c- OY 
' very place was to take their Country Oath, and Fm, ins 
ſwear by the greateſt Deity of their own City (p). ©,>P:, 
So the Heathen Poct requires the Jew to Loco 
fwcarto him-by Anchialus, thatis, as the Ro- jip.s, 

mans 


Ae wt "ed. yy Te w —_— 


{q)—Jura 


1um. 
Martial. 
4.11 xp.60. 
(r)Digeſt. 
lib. 5. Tit. 
De juram. 


(16) 
mans falſly pronounced , by the living God, 


per Anchia. IR M ER(g) And the Chriſtians made. 


the Jews ſwear by the Hebrew Names of: 
God, Adonai, Sebaoth, Elohim, &rc. (r). And 
from this belicf, That in an Oath a man ap- 
pealed to the God herworſhipped, ſprang the 


| Fs Grzco- Cuſtom of Sacrificing , when Men did ſo- 


Rom. T.1. 
PA48g I19. 
(s,Gen.3 I « 
54 
(t)1 Kings 
8.31. 

Ss aram te- 


lemnly Swear (c). And the uſe of going into 
the Temples and touching the Altars, when 
they took a Religious Oath (7), to put them 
1n mind they were 1n the immediate preſence 
of that God by whom they ſwore. To which 


mens juraret. +. alfo the Gentiles ſometimes in ſolemn 


"Cicero pro 
* Flacco. 

Cu )Contin- 
gens ipſa ſt- 
»nulachra & 
pllvinarsa 
Deorum. 
Tuſtin.htfr, 
Z.24- 


{wearing touched the Images of their gods. 
(u). Whence the Papiſts (the groſs Imita- 
tors of Pagan Superſtition) have derived 
their Swearing upon the Reliques and Images 
of their Saints, to whom they do by this 
Act give the honour due to God only. As 
for us, We ſwear by no other Name, but on- 
ly by the Name of G OD, laying our hands 
upon the, Holy Bible, becauſe all the Prom 
{cs made to 7ruth, and the Curſes againſt Pey- 
ary, are written there devoting our ſelves to 
want all the good therein promuſed, and to 
ſuffer all the evil therein threatned , if we 
ſwear falſly : And we make God himielt the 


ſole 


( 17) 
ſole Judge of that, to whoſe Omniſcience, 
Truth, and Omnipotence , we appeal, as 
knowing our heart, and call on Jim as the 
Witneſs of our Truch. So that this kind of 
Swearing 15 an Act of Rehgion, a part of Dt- 
vine Worſhip, and was ancicntly called by 


the name of Religion ir ſelf (p), and had-the ®) Tor, 


Title of Sacramentum : For there 1s no way 


1a the World by which we do more honour ” 
the Wiſdom and Power, the Jutitice and 5s; , 


, », 
* 2 77 $1 459 - 4s # 
F; $A tld #11 5® 


litie Vii 1- 


and therefore it 1s a part of his Honour, |"... 
which he will not give to any other, nor can gio. Senec. 
we ſwear by any Creature without being #795: 


Truth of God, than by this gheit Appeal ; 


owlty of Tdolatry ; the Creatures arc our 
rellow-fcryants, and not cnough above us to 
be the objects of our folemn Oaths : For 
Men vertly ſwear by the Greater, Oc. 

Now from this account of the nature of 
an Oath we infer two things: Firſt, That Oaths 
area part of that Religious Worſhip due on- 
ly to God, and fo it 1s not lawful to ſwear 
by the Creatures. The Phariſees of old pec- 
mitted 1t, our of a pretended; Reyerence to 
the Name of God; but Chriſt and S. Fames 
both forbid it. As for the Heathers that 
worſhipped the Creatures, 'no wonder if 
99254 D they 


. 
. 
"Y FEWER 4 "un ae. Dude . " dan dd a on ld Sei. nd. 
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'ore by them; bu WV hin 
they ſwore by ſwear by any thing 
our 1or® FP Socrates, tO at. { he 
pcritition 1n.. r a Gooſe, &c.. that. ſo 
he ſaw, Ae Dog, /n: > 3 thoſe. he eftcemed 
might avoid IEA, Off e excule for him 

ods, as Apollonius ma f the Mahometans 
[- and the Ionorance o | ind 
(x) Apol x): and the Ig logy for their Swearing 
— 4y make {omc Apo OBY cheir great Pro- 
oo {$ Þ: _ BcInga, LING By the Wind and 
rears 12 Is A/coran, 2Y Sinal : 
phet ſwears s, and by Mount Sin 
Clouds, by the uſe Chrtlia tor thus wick- 
But who can cxcuſe Chratt the Creatures in 
g U 433 5 2% f { rearing by fl << Af's 3 
cd Cuſtom of ſu = ary .to Chriſt's ex 
Ordinary dif ourle, CONIATE ED. kons 
ordinary ns m ſure 7ertullian rec] | 
preis Precept? I a be one: ſort of Idola; 
DW tha kind of. on 10 Of is bath fooliſh and 
ns. ©: (y); and the Cuſto ſc they fwear by chat 
ne 09A Fooliſh, becaulc rhey hemlelves, 
_ _ INPILOUS, | t recater than oc 
_— huch 1sleſs, or not gr hey Forſwear, nor 
aut medi is WA [: r knows it. Ky | uic IT 
Hams, 46 hich ncit a> 10. ; Impious, bccaul 
6 5gno- FLWpe, 4 heir Pecury ; Impic - 2 Sin {ſo 
denre ig unth che ture: a $1 
A c4uto- canPp TRI toa Creatur Oo 
prune ms NL: es Divine honour to ns do condemn 1t, 
From 2595, of? hs hat the later Rabbtrs 'S by any 
; Eph, orols cat c "+ He that ſmear 7 
eſeper Her- 3nd one of them 56h God, ſhall be rooted 
— INS befides the. Name. of oy _ may w ell 
Tertul. Idol. 21777g the World (z) 50 ray Oarhs among 
c2114:95- out of #be J Un and wicked 
Moſes {e thule vain 1} Idoljatry, 
Mit, fuppoſe theſe. SOUS Lge JOpiney, 
Precep. offr. Clrutians, | 
113. 


Li 


(19) 

that have continued ever ſince the Cregtures 
were worſhipped as gods ; as the- ſwearing 
by Saints and Angels 1s a remnant of Popiſh 
Superſtition, introduced by thoſe who firlt 
gave them Divine honour, and therefore to 
be utterly rejected by us, together with 
choſe Evil Principles upon wluch they began, 
Secondly, we infer from the former de- 
{cription of an Oath, That when we do 
Swear. by the Holy Name of GOD, we 
ſhould do it with all the folemnny of a 
Grave and Rebgious Revercnce, remem- 
bring 1t 1s an Addreſs to one- infinitely 
Greater than our ſelves, even to the:God we 
daily worſhip. We ought to think upon 
his All-ſceing Eye, his Almighty Arm, and 
his utter deteſtation of all Falſhood ; we 
ſhould conſider well the Glory of hisMajeſty, 
the Infiniteneſs of his Wiſdom, the Exactneſs 
of his Truth, the Severity of his Juſtice, and 
the Terror of his Wrath; and this would 
make us call hun to Witneſs eyen the moſt 
ccrtain Truth with holy Fear and Revc- 
rence; This would inſtruct us, not to be raſh 
with our Mouths, ' nor hafty to utter any thing be- 
fore God, who 1s in Heaven , and we apon the 
Earth, Egclcf. V. 2. *Tis' evident , that all 
ID 2 Nati- 


C«)Julius 


Firmic.pref. 


ad 7. lib. 
Math. 


{b)Maimon. 
rratt.Sheb. 
cap.1T. 
Moſes Mi- 
kotz.precep. 
aff 13+ 

(c) Iaem 
pracep, Ne- 


$4.241, 


(20) 
Nations have ſo fully beheved the Sacred- 
ncls of - an Oath, that they have endea- 
vourcd to make it as Solemn and Venerable 
as they could. Orpheus impoſed an Oath 
upon his Scholars. {ar to reveal the Secrets 
of his Art to Profane Ears) with all the An- 
thority which Religions Terror could give it (a); 
It would be too tedious to reckon up all 


| the Religious Ceremonies by which : the 


Gentiles made their Oaths Sacred: their 
uſc-of Priefts and Temples, Altars and Sacri- 
fices, on thus Occaſion, were all inteaded to 
teach - Men that Golden Precept of Pytha- 
g0ra5., 'EiBu"Opxor* To Reverence an Oath, and 
to'mind them, that they did Swear by a 
Greater than themſelves. - It may ſuffice to 
remark that among the Fews (who had no- 
thing in higher citeem than the Book of 
the Law) He that took an Oath was to land 
up, and take the Book. of the Law in his hand, 
and to Swear by the moſt Holy Name, or ſome 
other Name of God in the form of Invocation, 
or Execration, out of his own Mouth , or out of 
the Mouth of the Fudge (b). And they fay, 
this is as much as if they ſwore by all thac 
is written 12 that moſt holy Book(c). In 
like manner the Chriſtians in ſolemn Swear- 


ng 


2m _* " 
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obſerved in thoſe days, may be ſcen by dr- 


(21) 
1ng were wont to lay their Hands upon the 
5 Goſpels, a Cuftom at leaſt as ancient 
as the Emperor 7zftinians Time , who men- 


ions 1t in his Laws(d); and he himſelf is ©'artes 


Vss WY «a Ji@p 


recorded to have held the. Goſpels in his *tvehwier 


hand while he made a Publick Oath, Ar. 535 Jult. Au- 
(e); and that this was a Cuſtom univerſally LE 
vers Inſtances 1n Procopius ( f). And this © 19.176 


Rite hath bcen ufed ever fince, the Perſon (© ©9796 


| Alex. Aw. 
who Swears being to ſay , As God /hall help 535-691. 


me, and the Contents of this Book: which is ſo © )Procop 
a zn Vandal, 


'great and dreadful a Wiſh, rhat none who 1.2. p.121, 


underſtand and conſider it. can ſpeak 1t © ?-'3t 
without trembling; for fince all our hopes 
of Heaven depend upon Gods help and the 
Promiſe of the Holy Goſpel, We thus de- 


vote our Souls to Damnation 1f our Aſler- 


tions be not true. And for this cauſe duc 
Care ſhould be taken in all Courts of Jud 


cature , that Oaths ſhould be adminiſtred 
With all Gravity and Religious Reyerence, 


and, if poſſible, by thoſe of the greateſt Au- 
thority preſent. Since the outward Solem- 
nities 1n all Religious Acts have a mighty 
influence 'on the Mind, and do tend to 
make Men perform them more {criouſly-and 


dc- 


(22) : 
deyoutly. Yea, 1t ought to be conſidered, 
Whether the {light and irreverent giving of 
Oaths (roo common in our Courts of Ju- 
ſtice ) do not give Ignorant and Evil men 
to0 much occaſion, to think the breaking of 
them to be a light matter : 1t would bean 
infinite Scandal, 1t we ſhould ſay our Pray- 
ers, or reccive the Sacrament info haſty and 
flight a Manner; yet an Oath 1s a part of 
Gods immediate Worſhip, as well as Prayer 
and Sacraments, and this 18 as direct an Ad- 
dreſs to God as cither of thoſe; yea, we may 
reckon this the more dreadful, ſince there 
we only make Applications to his Mercy, 
here we devote our ſclves to his Juſtice; fo 
that our Oaths ſhould be made as ſolemnly 
as our Prayers. And here I can but ob- 
ſerve the Piety of the Ancients, who Or- 
dained, Oaths ſhoxld be taken Faſting. A Rite 
of equal Piecy and Antiquity , for Abimelech 
and Iſaac had their Federal Feaſt over Night 
(ſaith the Text) T hey roſe early in the Morning 
and ſware one to another, Gen. xxy1.31. as be- 
ing then Faſting, and fir for this great Act 
of Religion. And it 1s probable, the ftre- 
quent Ks of Oaths in Judgment, was the 
cauſe why of Old all Judicial Enquiries 
WCrec 


(83) 
were made 11 the Morning : Execute Judo- 
ment in the Morning, faith Feremy ( g); and, LeNJer-27. 
Wo be to that Land (ſaith Solomon, ) whoſe = 
Princes Eat in the Morning (þ), that 1s, before ©) Ecclel: 
they have fat in Judgment. Socrates alſo **** 
was wont to fay, The Evening is for Feaſts , 

the Morning for doing Juſtice (i). Yea, there (i) Yjere 
is. an Ancient Gatlican Law of Charles the 297 


mane guds= 


Great, which Commands, That Ceurts of cinm. 
Fuſtice ſhall be holden Paſling (&), that fo Did, So- 


both the Givers and Takers of Oaths might Ck) Placitu 
be ſerious, and ht for this fo Solemn Picce 25" may 
of Religion. And, becauſe Matrimony It non decker. 
ſelf 15a Rehigious Oath, therefore our Old Epit. /.3- 
Canons fixed the celebration of it to be be- —_— 
oveen the Hours of Eight and Twelye; that $93.1 5: 
ſo the Parties might make that Oath in their 
Faſting-Spittle (I), as the- words of the Ca- (1) Synod. 
nonare. All which ought to inftruct and rr 
admoniſh thoſe in -Power, to Reform as' pad Spelm. 
much as in them lies, the ſcandalous and (#7 
miſchievous Corruption of . ſlight giving —_— 
Ouths -in Judgment, and: to reduce this 
piece of "Relt210n to 1ts due Eſteem among't 
us. 
Secondly , The Text mforms us of the 
Reaſon of an Oath, or the Cauſe - which 


IMOVYCsS 


(24) 


moves a Man to take it ; which 1s, that it. 


may be (s &:Caiwm) For Confirmation. The 
Heart of Mans deep and deceitful, fo that 
none but only God knows whether mens 
Words and Hearts agree: And Evil men 
(being aſſured no Mortal can diſcover their 


Thoughts) hence preſume, for Gain, or to: 


favour a Friend, yea te hurt a Foc ſome- 
rimes, to ſpcak what they know to be falſe. 
But though no Man can diſprove them, the 
God of Truth ſees their Hearts; And there- 
fore All Nations have uſed to enjoyn Men, 
to call upon the All-ſecing God to atteſt the 
Truth of what they fay, with a wiſh of de- 


{truction to Themſelves, if the Divine M1- 


jeſty , who knows their Thoughts, do not 


allow their Words for Truth. And be- 


cauſe it may well be ſuppoſed, none wall 

darc todo this open Afﬀront to the God of 
Heaven, nor expoſe themſclycs to his Ven- 
Gm) Tim a- Zeancce, who will diſcover, and can deſtroy 
digs, 5 them 1t they ſpeak falſly : Theretorcan Oath 
” 1s the moſt ſolemn Confirmation of what we af- 
wr 6 6r2pr firm in doubtful Caſes, the readieſt way to gain 
Philo, d& Credit to our Words, and the moſt Sacred ſecurity, 
Sacy. Cain we can give for our Truth and Veracity (m). 


E hel, - Hence Philo calls t, The firmeſt Pledge of ow; 
Fidelity : 


at @ n a— 


(25) 
Fidelity: and Diodorus Siculus, The preateſt 
Pee of Faith amoag Men. Our Anceſtors 
faith Cicero) eſteemed no . Bond ſo ſure to bind 
us to be Faithful, as an Oath ; the Laip of the 
Twelve Tables ſhews this, the Sacrifices, and 
the Leagues by which we bind our ſelves to be 
true to our very Enemies, ſbew it (n). And 
this 1s the Reaſon why all the World hath 
uſed Oaths in Judicature, to be as a Pledge 
and Security for the Truth of that Evi- 
dence given there, upon which all Cauſes 
uſually depend. And though ſome might 
ſpeak che Truth there without an Oath, as 
many good Men would perform .their Pro- 
miſe without a Bond ; yet the difficulty of 
diſcerning honeſt Mcn from Hypocrites, 
makes this Caution neceſlary : And all Wit- 


neſles in Judgment are required to uſe ar: 


Oath for Confirmation of what they ſay (0), © 


@T Tp 


unleſs their peculiar Character give them 


(n) Cicer. 
Offic.1ib. 3. 
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ſuch credibility as- to exempt them; ON Gnditrnc:+ 


which ground Fpiters Prieſts of Old, and 
the Chriſtian Clergy in the Middle times, as 
alſo the Nobility in Our days, have been ex- 
cuſed from Formal Oaths, as I could cafily 
proye. But generally, Oaths are thoughe 


ſo neceſſary in Judgment , that in the Ola 
E Canons 


Plut. ds Au- 
dit.pag.q6. 


(26) 
Canors, it is the ſame thing to ſet dowathe 
Days in which no Oaths ſhall be taken , and 
to fix the Times when -no Cauſes ſhall be 


(p)Yia Tried : So that the firſt Original of ' our 


Selden,Sy- | Sh, 
"edr.1., Non-Term and Vacation in Law Procecdings 


114-303: ATC derived from- the Canons which ' pro- 
VE & ii , | 

 xpwiry hibit the Uſe of Oaths at thoſe Times (p). 
En” Butto proceed; Since an 04th is fo Solemn 


Uocr. . et og or woah 
ID. Baſt, © Confirmation of our Truth, by calling God 


bom.24, to Waitnels, the Pythagoreans allowed none 


Nee dews i tO Swear in Light matrers, eſpecially not in- 


—_— crifling Action for a ſmall Debt(g); and 


1OnKS Vin- "w 

dicenodus. Clinias, a Pluloſopher of that Se&t, choſe 
ts wi rather to pay three Talents -unjuſtly, than 
awe to free himfelt by an Oath (r), Which 


Herocles. Example may juſtly ſhame many Chriſtt- 
(3) 752 ans, who trouble our Courts, and engage 


vero .cauſis | | 
Sacramenta TMAny to Swear on far les occafion. 'Agan, 
He » the ſame Pythagoreans permitted none 'to 
nullam pro» SWEAF Concerning Things contingent , fu- 
eaters ture and uncertain; affirming, it was net 


Adiſcuſſio jw 1 | CH * 
—__ ther fit nor ſafe to Swear in ſuch /Caſes(s). 


1>-M The Grecian Laws alſo admitted none to 
joar. «pad SWCAr what they heard by Hear-ſay only : 
Capitular. And the A:icient Germans ſuffered not an 
43; bt Oath to be taken , but when there' was no 
An.630. other way of finding out the Truth'(): 


For 


| 
| 
| 


(27) 


For ſince every Man that Swears, pawns his 


Soul1n Security for his Integrity, this ought 


'not to be required but in weighty Cauſes, 


nor to be taken but on Sure grounds. This 
1s a Mans laſt Security for his Truth, and if 
he once falſthe this, none can ever Truſt 
him after, no. Bond can hold him : Which 
our Noble King Henry the Firſt welt knew, 
when he generally refuſed the Popes baſe 
Offer ta Abſolve him from his Oath, ſaying, 
Who will ever truſt another hereafter , when they 
ſee by my Example, an Abſolution can make void 
the higheſt Bond of Faith (u). Now, from ( 
this account of the Reaſon of Taking an 
Oath, zo be for Confirmation, we (hall draw this 
Inference : | 
That it is a huge Folly, anda great Im- 
piety, to uſe 0aths upon a ſhght occaſion, 
or in Common diſcourſe, where there can 
be no need of this high and Sacred confir- 
mation of our Words by God's Name, un- 
leſs we have fo ill behaved our ſelves that 
none can Truſt us, without Pawning our 
Souls for every thing we ſay; yet by uſing 
this Religious and Sacred Confirmation to 
every Trifle, we make our, yery Oaths ſo 
cheap and contemptible, that we are _ 
E 2 the 


«)Eadmeri 


(28) 


the lefs, and not the more, for our Vain- 
Swearing. But, beſides the Folly of this 
vile Cuſtom, it 1s a grievous Sin,. being, the 
molt expreſs breach of the Third Com- 
mandement, and the moſt profane way of 
Taking the Name of God inVain , and though 
Men may account this a ſmall Fault in 
themſelves, or their Friend, God (who is to 
be our Judge.) will not hold them guiltleſs 
who commit it: He will not clear them, nor 
let it go unpuniſhed, He will certainly condemn 
(w) LAX. them in the Laſt Judgment(w). As the other 
Ss © Tranſlation reads that: dreadful place. And 


Aon 1mpuni- EONS; . 
Non: v2w" as this Sin is condemned in the Old Law, fo 


Vatah. this Swearing 1a our Communication, 15 {trit- 


Neque enim ]y; forbidden above all things (Zames V.1 2.) 


non reum ha- - 


| bebit en 10. the New Teſtament. Yea, the very Hea- 
pore thens condemn che Common uſing Gods 
ma, Name(x); and Heeroches very cxprelly ſaith, 
_— | We muſt not uſe an Oath frequently , nar on or- 


wide us dinary Occaſions, nor for filling up our Diſcourſe, 


eawer P** or to Confirm every Story we relate ; —for by the 
Cuſtom of Swearing often, Men ſoon fall to 
Swear falſfly : which 1s the ſame with that of 
S. James, —left we fall into Hypocriſie. It 1s 
no doubt a horrid Impiety., to make the 
Dreadful Name of G OD, and his Terrible 


Attri- 


__ (29) 
Attributes ſo cheap and vile , as to brin 
thent to Atreſt the moſt foolith, falſe, or 
flchy things, which we vent in the Vaineſt 
Company ; and argues a Mmd that either 
denics the Being of God, or at leaft forgets 
his Power; and beſides, that it is the moſt 
daring Abuſe to Heaven, 1t ts alſo a high 
Afront to all the Publick Judicatories in the 
World, fince the higheſt Security that can 
be giycn for our Truth there, the moſt Sa- 
cred Bond of Human Society, the moſt Re- 
ligious Pledge of a Mans Fidelity, on which 
al our Layes and Fortunes may depend ; is 
by this bold Impiety rendred Mean and 
Contemptible, proſtituted to- the Seorn of 
the Atheiſtical and Profane, yea, and made 
as Weak and unſecure, as it is Common and 
deſpiſed. A Sin without any Temptation 
to1nvite tot or any Exculſe to be made for 
It; having neither Honour , Pleaſure, nor: 
Profit in 1t, unleſs we count 1t Reputation 
to Diſhonour God, Pleaſure to x 29 with 
Thunder, or Profit to deſtroy thote Immor- 
tal Souls of ours, that are of more Value: 
than a Thouſand Worlds: A Wickedneſs 
taken up only by Imitation, and got by the: 
curſed. Society of the Debanched and = 

C3 


(30) 
fane ;' and the continuance in it is the more 
unpardonable, becaufe it may: eaſily: and 
certainly. be amended, [by.a few | ſerious 
Thoughts of God's Majeſty, -by uſing the 
Company of Grave ar Pious Mcn, and ci- 
ther givingthem, the freedom: to: admoniſh - 
us, or impoling a ſmallPenance on our ſelyes 
\ foreyery Offence, till the wretched Cuſtom 
be overcome. Surcly, none buta.Profeſſed 
Atheiſt doth ever commut this Crime, but 
meerly by Inconfideration; and therefore 
| all others (I hope) may cafily be reduced 
by thoſe Methods, from the Profaning Gods 
holy Name, and expoſing this Venerable 
part of Religion : to which, if this Diſcourſe: 
may. be ſubſervient, I ſhall rejoyce that. I 
| havereſcued the Sacredneſs of Oaths from 
any degrees of Contempt. 
Thirdly, I ſhall proceed.to the laft Parti- 
cular in the Text, viz. The endof an Oath, or 
the Cauſe moving Magiſtrates to require it, 
that it may be an End of all ſtrife : tor the 
Accuſer impeaches; -and the Accuſcd pleads 
Not Guilty, the Plaintiff demands, and-the 
Defendant demies ; this 1s literally, *Avlnoyia, 
Cortroverſie,, or Strife; and leſt theſe con- 
trary Speeches ſhould produce perpetual 
Wrangling, 


(37) 

Wrangling, the Witriefſes Oaths are requi- 
red, that by the Ttuch they ſpeak; for which 
they'bring th Alnughty God for their Vou- 
cher, the Caufe may be determined, and the 
Strite.ended:And from this uſe of an Oath, by 
the Nathe uf God;the DivineMajeſty himſelf 
doth, as it wete;:Judge betweentheParties; 
and fo I underſtand that Common Phraſe'of 
being tried, By God arid our Countrygto fignttie, 
By the Witneſſes Oath,and the Furors Verdi: fer 
Tuſtinigenſarh bythis uſe'of Oaths; Men ſeen: 
ro enter a Holy Temple when they come before a 
Tribunal-=and Godzrather than Man, appears to 
decide the Canſe( y). - Trtith- (as the Ancients ()7r ſus: 
ſpeak) lies'ifa' deep Pit; abid if anything will lu jc 
dfaw 1t outzt muſt be-the Fear of God, who ts in Sarreriis 
thus ſer before the Witneſſes Eyes, to'engage imp. P”” 
them by all their-hopes of Mctcy, to ſpeak Dewn 5» 
the Truth, the whole Truth, ard nothing but the note ea® 
Truth : And therefore, not only the Apoſtle, #Je.Cod.... 
bur the Civil Law, calls it, The beſt Means to $9:59-3: 
determine Cauſes (z ). And'the common Con- (2) /Mas- 
ſent of Mankind, hath made all our Lives, mw 4 
Liberties, and Eſtates, to depend upon an a 
Oath whenſoever they are in queſtion; ſup- remedium. 
poſing this to be the ſfureſt and-moſt Sacred - "i 
guard -unto them, Nor: 15 1t without great 

rcaſon, 
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(3) 
Taſon that ſo much ſtreſs is laid upon Reli- 
jous Oaths, fince thoughanother Man ſeem 
Wby40 have our Lives and Eſtates in his 
Power; yct by this ſolemn Swearing He ſtakes 
his own Body and Soul, his Temporal and 
Eternal Welfare, againſt them : and ſince he 
can only bring us by a Falſe Oath under 
ſome Temporal Penalty, while he firmly de- 
yotes himſelf to Eternal Vengeance, he runs 
the greater Riſque, and loſes moſt of the 
two, who Swears falſly, if he do but rightly 
conliderit, For, as Plutarch notes, Every Oath 
contains , ju expre/ly or implicitly, a Curſe 
(ec *:® on the Taker , if it be falſe(a). And though 
rs ws theſe Curſes are variouſly expreſſed , -and 


> , 


©/Nopri 


Plur. 9ef. ſometimes only ſuppoſed, yer they are ve 
Rom. dqreadful: fo : 4 IO might = 
uſe Ominous words, choſe rather to Swear 
Elliptically, than to expreſs what was ſo hor- 
(5) Joſh. 14. rzd : So Moſes Swears (b)—if you have not the 
þ Land and there ſtops ; but we arc to under- 
ſtand, Let me ſuffer all the Plagues due to Per- 
jury : yea, God himſclt imitates this form, I 
ſmear in myWrath, if they ſhall enter into my reft, 
Hebr.1v.3. where again the Curſe 1s under- 
ſtood.And the Scholaſt upon Ariſtophanes ob- 


ſcrves, It was an Ancient Cuſtom thus to Swear. 
Ellip-' 


I 


(33) 


Elliptically to avoid all Ominous woPds(c). Yet fome- @ ws mw 
times theſe words were cxpreſſed inmoſt terri- p32Pt- 
ble forms againſt the Mr; Let the gods deftro y Scholiaft. 
me(d); Let the Divine Vengeance fall upon my own Hows 
head, arid my whole Famil ?7:) And to make this is epi 


more Solemn, they uſed divers Ceremonies, as is wine 
that of caſting away a Stone, and wiſhing, The ndauts- 
gods might ſo caſt them out of all(the City and Ca- 7 ang 
pitol being ſafe) if they did wittingly Swear falſly Tiber.c.21, 
( f ).So alſo the killing of ſome Bealt 1n Sacritice, ga 
and wiſhing, They might be ſo [lain, if they did not (freſtus 
ſpeakTruth(g): And the quenching a Flaming ares 
Torch ſuddenly, and praying, Their Life and Lapis, p.82; 
Light might be ſo put out,if they deceived *; Which (2) yy 
laſt Ceremony was ſomccimes uſed amongſt + poyyic, * 
Chriſtians, and was ſolemnly performed in this bfor.4b.3. 
Nation, when the Oaths were taken to confirm 

Magna Charta. And though in our Modern 

Courts we now abſtain from Ominous Words, 
contenting our ſelves with that very Ancient 

Form, So. help me God (h), yet the Senſe duly con- (by ts mt 
ſidered, isas high,as full,and as terrible as any of # nw; 
the former; for if we Swear fal{ly, we wiſh, That chid.4.8. 


Gods Grace and Favour, his Mercy and Providence, = oo 
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may forſake us ; that he may never help us here nor cropinine 

hereafter, but leave us to periſh in this World, and in Cicero de 

the World to come. And oh, how dreadful an Im- *%* 
| F preca- 


»=>< # 


(34) 

* precation is this, He that after his Pledge given for 
bis Truth, dares tell a Lie for favour or Malice, nei- 
ther fears God, nor loves himſelf ; he is a deſperate 
- Wretch,unfit for Human Society, and really doth far 
more miſchief to himſelf than to his Adtverſary. And 
ſince an Oath 1s thus guarded, we may well be 
content 1t ſhould end all Strife among us, for no 
greater Security under Heaven can be given or 
deviſed. Now from this deſcription of the Exd 

of an Oath, we will obſerve, | 
That Perjury,c{pecially in Courts of Fultice;s « 
heinous and horrid Impiety : the very End of theſe 
Courts1s to find out7ruth,and But to ſpeak fal/ly 
there, though by ſuch as are not upon'their 
Oath, 1s to affront the /ice-gerents of God, and 
wickedly to deſign to pervert Fudgment, as well 
as to make that hoty Inſtitution uſeleſs, which 1s 
the great Security of all Societies. But when Men 
come to Swear,God himſelf 1s directly appealed 
to,the Searcher of all Hearts 1s ſet upon the Tri- 
bunal, and the Perjured Wretch Lies not unto 
| Men,but unto God, Acts V.4. He defies the King of 
Heaven to hus face, and attronts him openly in 
M ſome of his tenderelt Artribures,disbelieving his 
Truth, trampling oa his Z«ftice,and deſpiſing his 
Power ; yea,he makes(as much as in him hes) the 
Righteous God a Party to that Falſbood; by which 
LA he 


(35) 
he Murders or Robs his Neighbour ; ſaying, as 
Philo hath clegantly expretſed ir, 0 God, I ſhould 
n0t be believed but for thy Name, and therefore I uſe 
thee for the Cloak of my Injuſtice ; I would not be diſ- 
covered in my ſin, do thou leh me,and take the blame 
on thy ſelf; for though I am a 1 ranſgreſſor by thy Name, 
T ſhall paſs for an Honeſt man; thou neither loveft 
Truth,nor puniſheſt Faljhood(i). This horrid Blaſ- (5) Philo de 
phemy 15 the iwport of all Perjury, the vey I- —_ few, 
mage of the Falſe-Swearers Thoughts,and can : 
any thing be more wicked?This accurſedSin,not 
only flies in the Face of God, but by gilding fa- 
tal Lies with his Name, miſleads that SacredAu- 
thoricy he hath fer over us tor ſecuring our 
Rights,and cadcavours to make that the Inſtru- 
ment of their Revenge and Cruelty ; it impoſes 
upon the moſt upright Zurzes, with deſign to 
make them Partners inthe Crime; it robs an [n- 
nocent man of his good Name,lis Eftate, is Li- 
berty, nay, his very Life,. if their falſe Witneſs be 
belicycd: Or if the Zurors be the Perjured Men, in 
ſpight of all Evidence,it reſcues the greatelt and 
molt dangerous MalctaEtors(by a Partiality that 
defies Heaven) from the Juſtice of the Law, and 
encourages not only them, bur others rocom- 
mit the like Crimes. And whoſoever they be, 7#- 
rors Or Witneſſes, who regard not their — 
_— ao 


(36) 
do what in them lies,to ſubvert the Laws,to take 
away the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and to raine 
the Commumity they live 1n, by baffling this 
Great and Sacred Inſtrument of our Peaccand 
Safery.1f they do this for Fear or Favour, it ſhews 
they valueMen more thanGod,and dare purchaſe 
Their Love with his utmoſt Diſpleaſure ? It they 
areÞPerjur'd tor Hire, they ſell their Souls for a 
Vile Price,and purchaſe aReverſion inHell, which 
they ſhall inherit for eyer: It they do it in Malice, 
itis like the Crimeof Witches, who give thar 
Souls to the Devil tor ever, to be enabled todoa 
tranſient harm to their Neighbours, And what- 
cycr be the Principle it ſprings from, yea, and 
whatever eventit have as to the Party Accuſed, 
che Perjur'd Man devotes himfelt to all theCurſes 
in Gods Book,and cuts himſelf off from all hope 
_of theDivineHelp for cyer;and therefore theOld 
Romans allotted no Human Puniſhment for this 
Sin, bur letr the Criminal to the more terrible 
Vengeance of che gods, who were moſt direRtly 
eL affconted by u(&);theGreeks belicved,it brought 
7" guy x. © ruine axd deſtruction to the Mar, and all his 


*  feript. Alex. Poſterir;(1). Yet,lelt theſe who fear none but Hu- 
+1 man Penalties ſhould be hardened by Impunity 
4% fromMen,(tor it they dreaded the Vengeance of 

God they durit not commut this Crime)therefore 


It 
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(37) 

It wasOrdained.that if any were convt of Per ury, 
who had ſworn on the Holy Goſpels,his Tongue ſhould 
'becnt out,as of no uſe for ever after(m). And all Laws (m)Ecteg. 
deprive theſe Wretches of the Papas of pj. Lone 
ving Teſtimony 1n any other Cauſe, and their Cre- 7;.28.5.2, 
dit 1s Eternally blaſted. The Imdians cur off their 
Fingers and T oes,to reduce them to Beggery and 
Shame ; the Egyptians put them to Death, as un- 
worthy toLiveamong Mankind after ſo inexcu- 
fable a Wickedneſs. But whatever they ſuffer 
here, Damnation doth await them in the next 
World, unleſs they do Rep:ar+ſincerely, and 
make SatisfaC&tion alſo. Burt I'hope, we need 
aggravate this Crime no further, but having 
{urveyed all the Particulars of the Text, may 
now paſs to the Application. And that whuch 
naturally follows trom the Premitkes, is, 

Firſt, Thar all Perſons concerned be yery Cau- 
ious 1n taking Oaths, and that when they come 
to Swear, they do 1t with all Religious Fear and 
Rewerence ; not only as being immediately 111 
GodsPreſence, but as making a chre<t Appeal to 
| him,and offering their Sozls as a Pledge tor the 
Truth of what they ſhall ſpzak; and chough rhe 
thing they Swear be never ſo True,yet this Ap- 
plicacion 15 fo venerable,and fo Iigh a piece of 
Religion, that it ought to be done with all Gra- 


vity 
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vity and hamble Reverence ; and if they be ſo ta- 
ken,to confirm a known and certain 7rz th,they 
do excecdinely tend to the Honour of God, and to 
theBenefit of Mankind and are fo very lawtul,that 
we may as well {cruple to make Applicationtov 
Gods Mercy 1n Prayer, asto his Truth in Solemn 
Swearing, on a Juſt Occaſion ; cfpecially, ſince - 
it 15 evident by Reaſon and Univerſal Practice, 
that the World cannot well be Governed,nor 7u- 
ſtice Diſpenſed without them;and it 1s theAbufe 
of them, not the Serious and Juſt uſe of 0aths, 
that ought to be avoided. 

Secondly, When we have taken them, let us 
be very feartul of breaking them,and makeCon- 
ſcience of anſwering and afting 1n every Point 
agreeable to what we haye Sworn; letus fear no 
Anger,but that of Heaben,nor ſeck no Favour,but 
that of God, nor wiſh for any Gain, but the Peace 
of a good Conſcience. We ſee, that the Laws of God 
and Men have put the End of all Strife upon our 
Fidelity, ſuppoſing we are Chriſtians and Honeſt 
men, who Fear the Lord of Hoſts, and value our 
ownSculs,and wehave given the greateſt Securi- 
ty underHeaven,that we will be Impartial. Now, 
how vile and infamous a Crime will it be in us, 
' to betray his Truſt, to abuſe the Judge of all the 
World,and his Vice-gerents,to wrong the Innocepr, 
and 


(39) 
and «eſtroyour own Souls One would imagine, 
nothing could tempt a Rational Man to ſuch 
anA:tgt che too frequent and fad Experience of 
Oppoſite,” yea of Contradiftory Oaths (in this Impi- 
ous Agc of ours) did not convince us, that no- 
thing 1s too monſtrous or unreaſonable for an 
11] Manto do.It Popiſh Zealors, by Affurances of 
Diſpenſation,were the only Perſons,who afſumed 
the Impudence to commit this Crime, it would 
not be ſo very ſtrange: But for Us, who ſfay,No 
Power on Earth can Cancel this Sacred Bond of an 
Oath, tor Us to Perjure our ſelves, is at once our 
Shame,and the Worlds Wonder;doubtleſs ſuch 
Men deſerve not only the bare Puniſhments of 


the Law,but to ſuffer an &" Deteſtation, 


that as they are the Bayg r Government, 
the Scandal of our Relig18FInd the Enemies of 
God,ſo they may beelteemed and treated as the 
Foes of all Mankind, until by Sorrow and Repen- 
tance they ſhall own their Faults, and return to a 
better Mind; | » 

Finally, Let us Bleſs the Holy Name of God for 
our Good Laws, and the Security we enjoy by 
them, ſince no Man can hurt us 1n Body,in Goods, 
or Good Name,without venturing the Damnation 
of his own Soul; we have excellent Methods to 
find Out the Guilty, and clear the Innocent. And 
chough 
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thoughEvilMen will claim znjufth,accuſefalſly, 
or deny their Gzilt impudently, yet whule 'we 
have ſo Faſt and ſo Prudent Magiſtrates -on 
Earth,and ſo Righteous and Powerfulx 0D in 
Heaven, we may rationally hope, that all Per- 
jury, Falſhood, and Injuſtice, ſhall be diſcoyered 
either Here , or Hereaftcr. Cicero mentions a 
Falſe-witneſs atRome,who was ſtruck Dumb juſt 


as He waspronouncing that part of his Oath, 
(») Cicero; — If I willingly ſpeak falſly (z).But if ſuch Ven- 
pift. l.7. 
*1 geance be not Now preſently executed, let us 
not deſpair; for there 1s a Great A/ize coming, 

' where all Errors 1n Judgment ſhall be reRtified, 

. and all Falſe-Swearers diſcovered and condem- 
ned. But it would prevent many a-ſad Sentence 
at that ___ hinderall Publick Inju- 
ſlice heregt all tha®Malled to this Duty would - 
very ſer1onfly remember, Thar 7 hey Swear by the 
Greater ; and ſo their Oath for Confirmation, would 
ever be a Juſt Ed of all Strife : Which God of. His 
Mercy grant, for Jeſus Chrifts ſake ; to whom, with 
the Father and 'the Holy Spirit, be all Honour and 
Gtory, now,and-for evermore, Arncn. 
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